CHAPTEK XI
ho\vrah and S
the railway station.— Calcutta, ^ the visitor will
not fail to note, is provided with quite one of the mosf
dismal and contemptible railway Nation* in the world.
The discomfort to the European is a small evil as
compared with the bustling and indignities to which
native travellers are exposed. In the eye of the
humble pilgrim the uniformed Eurasian Ticket Col-
lector is an incarnation of the British Raj, and he goes
back to his obscure village only too often with a tale
of harsh treatment and patience ill rewarded. It is not
the fault of the Railway Company. The Traffic Manager
will do hfe best to make his subordinates understand that
they are th** servants of the humblest coolie who lias paid
for his ticket as well as the Government official in his
luxurious special carriage. Philosophy is well enough ; but
the trains have to start at fixed hours, and the humble
coolies, herded together "like a flock of silly sheep,35 can
be stupid and annoying to such an extent that both the
annoyance and the stupidity appear to be a fine art rather
than a natural gift. [Since the above was in print, the
building of a new station has been commenced.]
The East Indian Railway is a State affair. It is interest-
ing, therefore, to note that when, in the years 1840 and
1841, projects for extending the benefit of railway com-
munication to India were first discussed by private capi-
talists in England, the Government of India, distrustful
of the speculators, were inclined to adopt a hostile atti-
tude. In 1844 a committee was appointed at Bombay
with the idea of constructing a line from that Presidency to
the foot of the Ghats, yet, although an ambitious scheme
for a "Great Indian Peninsula" Company was launched,

